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For Enabling 


| Proteſtant Diſenters i 


To BEAR 


5  Publick Offices. 


| The 1 59121 that an | Engliſhman ave he re-. 
+ duC'd to a more unhappy Condition, than to be put | 
by Law under an incapacity to ſerve bis Prince 
and Country; and therefore nothing but a Crime| | 

|} of the moſt deteſtable Nature oug bt to put him un- 

| | der ſuch a diſability : They who think the being | | 
| preſent at a Meeting to be ſo high a Crime, can} | 
| 30 think that a Toleration of ſuch e Meetings | 
# | | ought to continue long. And yet the Bill ſays, 
Abe Act of Toleration ought to be * 
| | inviolably. 
S ex Conference upon Occal Bill 1702. p. 20. 
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2 Time, when we are juſt deliver'd from a Rebel- 


FITS HOEVER conſiders how of- 
TOE ten this NA rio x has been upon 
RE che Brink of Ruin ſince the Re- 
formation of Religion here, will 
be apt to ask; How it comes to 
paſs, that England, which has 
1 always been eſteem'd the Sup- 
port of the Proteſtant Intereſt in the World, and 
has often with good Succeſs lent her Aſſiſtance to 
the Foreign Churches, ſhould herſelf be exposd 
to more Dangers than others are? This is au En- 
_ Quiry of the utmoſt Conſequence, eſpecially at 


lion, begun and carry d on by Papiſts and their 
Adherents in favour of a Popiſh Pretenderito the 
Crown; and threaten'd with a foreign Invaſion 
ane oO, 
Tr may not be amiſs therefore to-ſhew any of 
the Cauſes whence the Danger of Popery has pro- 
ceeded, that ſo by a prudent Conduct, we may 
77CCCͥͤ ͤ Oo 
ICaxNor but think that Popety has kept 
its Footing in England, rather through a wrong 
Canduct on put Part, than * Strength or ho 
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licy of its Votaries; I mean, that we have carry'd 
a ſtronger Byaſs to its Worſhip and Diſcipline, 


and upon that Account, have expreſs d a greater 
Averſion towards Proteſtants, who have not in 


all Reſpects come up to the eſtabliſh'd Standard, 
than has been conſiſtent either with our Safety 


or Reputation. To illuſtrate this, let us go a lit- 


tle back to the REeroRMATION, and conſider 


the Reaſons on which it was grounded, and if 


it ſhould appear, That as our Courts have been 
more or leſs Popiſhly inclin'd, Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters have met with milder or ſeverer Treatment, 


One may caſily conclude, that Popery has had the 
principal Hand in the dcverities they have ſuffer'd. 
 WHroeve x conſiders the Bent of Queen Eliza- 


beth's Counſels, which were to unite the Nation 
into one Profeflioh, her firſt Impreſſions in her 
Father's Reign in favour of the Popiſh Rites and 
Ceremonies, and her Love of Pomp and Magni- 


ficence in Religion, will be tempted to believe, 
that our REFORMATION Was carry'd on rather 


upon 23 than religious Views in her Reign; 
S 


who ſeem'd rather inclin'd to ſecure herſelf from 


the Pope's Supremacy, than to free the Worſhip 


of Gov from thoſe humane Additions, which by 


Virtue of that Supremacy alone were brought into 
it. From hence, perhaps, it came to paſs, that our 
Service- Book was ſettled to the general Taſte; ſo 

that the Papiſfs almoſt to a Man conform'd to 


it, till the tenth Year of her Reign, and the 


Pope himſelf Twice offer d to confirm it, if 
bis Supremacy might be acknowledged here; nay, 
the popiſh Rites were retain'd, contrary to the 


Opinion and Remonſtrances of moſt of the 
EE SES fo reformed 


—— 


_ * Biſhop Burzer's Hiſtory of the Reformation. Yo. H. 
pag 337. EE _ 


3 tx 9) 
reformed Divines both at Home and Abroad: 
And the frequent and preſſing Inſtances of ſeve- 
ral ſucceflive Parliaments, which were rejected 
by the Queen with uncommon Diſdain, and pe- 
culiar Marks of her Diſpleaſure ; as may be ſeen 


in ſeveral Inſtances in Dewe's Journals. 1 
Tus Conduct gave Riſe to a Party, who from 
their preſſing for a further Reformation in Do- 
ctrine, Diſcipline and Worſhip, or profefling a 
greater Purity of Life, were call'd Puritans F 
_ Tazsz Men, whole only Crime, was a more than 
ordinary Zeal againſt Popery, were look d upon as E- 
nemies and were accordingly treated as ſuch . I do 
not ſay, theſe Proceedings were entirely owing 
to popiſh Counſels, (tho the Queen's Diſpleaſuce 
at the marry d Clergy, and her refuſing at firſt to 
be call'd the Head of the Church, gives room for 
Suſpicion on that Head:) However, tis certain, 
that in ſucceeding Times, the Nonconformiſts have 
been treated juſt as the Popiſh Intereſt has riſen or 
fallen in the Kingdom; which can't be very ſur- 
prizing, if it be always true, what was obſerv'd 
of the Temper of our Party in King Charles I's 
Time, wiz. 4 That the Papiſts bated the Puritans 
more than they did the Eſftabliſh'd Church ; as on the 
other Hand, the Puritans hated the Papiſts more 
| than they did the Eſtabliſhment ; but, which is in- 
daeed is a little ſurprizing, the Churchmen hated 
the Püritans more than they did the Papiſts. So that 


Their Letters in the Appendix to Vol. III. 
The Declaration of the Doings of thoſe Miniſters of 
God's Word and Sacraments in the City of London, which 
have refus'd to wear the outward Apparel and miniſtring 
Garments of the Pope's Church. Printed in 1566. GO. 
1 BY”: Hooper's Sermons on Jones, before the King and 
Ganaght tf ooh EEE 8 3 = 
|| L* Chief Juſtice King's Speech at Sacheverell's Tryal. 
+ The Account of Religion in Exgland: Printed with 
 Steele's Account of the Roman«Catholick Religion, p. 188, 18g. 
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His Premonition to all Chriſtian Princes, 5. 44. ac. 
| his Apolagy for the Oath of Allegiance, 18, 19. P. 44, 45 


ihe Churchmen and Papiſts would eafily joyn in the 
Deſtruction of the Puritans. my ONES: - 


KING Fames I. at the Beginning of his Reign 


declar'd his Reſolution to ſuppreſs the Puritans ; 


and the better to favour ſuch Deſigns, his 


Judges reſolv'd, That the preſenting a Petition 


to him, ſign'd by a Thouſand Miniſters of the 
Church of England, deſiring further Reformation 


in Diſcipline and Worſhip, was an Offence fine- 
able at Diſcretion, and very 
and Felony in the Puniſhment ; nay he after- 
_ wards owns in Print, That he had a better Opinion 
5 big Papiſts than of the Puritans. But if we confi- 
der, that in the ſame Diſcourſe, be acknowledges 
the Pope's ſpiritual Supremacy here, and that his Holi- 


near to Treaſon 


5 has a Power to excommunicate him ; or if we be- 


 Heve what his Son ſays of him, { That his Father 
; defirons of an Union with the Catholicks, we ſhall not 
Wonder at his Averſion towards the Puritans, or 
the Tenderneſs he expreſs'd to the Papiſts in 8 
ral Inſtances worth Reading in Ryſhworth; and 


particularly in the Treaties of Marriage, firft be- 


| tween the Prince and the Infanta, and afterwards 


with the Daughter of France tt. 


As for King Charles I. One can't believe 


chat even He had an ill Opinion of Popery, when 


One ſees him ** promiſing the Pope, That he will, 


: if Occafion be, ſacrifice his Life and Crown, that there 


may be but one Religion, and one Faith, and proteſting, 
| Os „ 
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— 
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1 Premonition, p. 9, 45. VVV 
J The Prince of Malers Letter to the Pope, Cabale, 214. 
* E „ Jo 

Tt See the Treaties in Ryhworth, Vol. I. p. 86, 192, 193. 
Dee his Letter to the Pope, A 


09 # Tos 
that be had never been a Partiſan of any Faction 


A gainſt the Catbolick, Apoſtolick, Roman Religion ; 


and expreſſing a Satisfaction wpor the View of being 
| reconciled to Rome upon eaſy Terms *. Theſe Things, 


with the Share he had in the two Treaties with 


France and Spain, the cruel and illegal Judgments 

of the Star- Chamber and High-Commiſſion, &c. 
. againſt Nonconformiſts, the Almoſt-Toleration 
granted to Papiſts, contrarv to the Remon- 
ſtrances of all his Parliaments, give a Man Rea- 


ſion to ſuſpect that the Proteſtant Cauſe was not 


much at his Heart. Therefore if ſuch a King, 
influenc'd by a popiſh Qeeen and an Archbiſhop, 
who f kept up a ſtrict Correſpondence at Rome, ſuf- 
| fer'd the Puritans to be oppreſs'd, and even ba- 
_ niſh'd in great Numbers to our Plantations in the 
Meſt-· Indies, tis no more than might well be ex- 
"RE. J pig Pons oh 
Tuts was the Temper in the Reign of F.I. 
and Cb. I. but I think it ſhew'd itſelf more appa- 


* rently after the Reſtoration. 


Ix has been lately ſaid by a great Prelate, and 
not ſince deny'd, that I hear of, That K. C6. II. 
ivd a ſecret, and died a profeſs d Papiſt ||. Hrs Bro- 


ther was openly ſo ; and what Fate he met with 


on that Account, no Body is ignorant of. Tis 
no Wonder then, that the Diſſenters ſuffer'd great 

Hardſhips while theſe Men were on the Throne. 
Accordingly, at the Beginning of K. Charles 
Reign, Penal Laws were made againſt 'em almoſt 
without Number, and vigorouſly put in Exe- 
cution J. Nay, if the Laws were order d to be put 


19 — 


Account of Religion in England, cited before, p. 193. 
1 He's Travels 8 * F 6 hs 
e BY of Ely in his Thankſgiving Sermon on the 

_ Suppreſſion of Fe late Rebellion. * 


YI of the Houſe of Commons to the King, Nev. 13 
1680. | : 8 — 3 
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In execution againſt Papiſts, even from thence, they 


gaind an Advantage to their Party, while the Edge 


of thoſe Laws was turn d againft Proteſtant Diſſen- 


ters, and the Papiſts eſcap'd in à manner untauch'd : 
The eAt of Parliament enjoyning the Teſt to be taken 


by all that come into publick Imployment, and intended 


as à Security againſt Papiſts coming into Offices, had 


ſo little effect, that either by Diſpenſations obtain 4 
from Rome, they ſubmitted to thoſe Teſts and beld 


the Offices themſelves, or thoſe put into Places were [0 
favourable to their Intereſts, that the Commons con- 
clude Poptry IT SELF HAS RATHER GAIN D ThAN 


| 105F GROUND SINCE THAT ACT. | 


An p fo ſenſible were they, that the Severity 


towards Nonconformiſts proceeded from Popiſh 
_ Influence, and tended to the bringing in of Pope- 


ry; That they reſolved, * Nemine contradicente, 


| That the Acts of Parliament made in the Reigns of 
Queen Elizabeth and K. James againſt Popiſh Recu- 
Janis, ought not to be executed againſt Proteſtant Dif- 
ſenters: And in purſuance of that Vote, and of an 
_ Opinion that was publickly declared in the Houſe, 


That the only means to ſecure our ſelves from Popery 
was to unite Proteſtants, | they order'd 2 Bill for 
that End: And afterwards in Fanuary 1681 |}, 


| Refolv'd, That the proſecution of the Proteſtant Diſ- 


ſenters upon the Penal Laws is grievous to the Sub- 


ect, a weakning to the Proteſtant Intereſt, an incou- 
ragement to Popery, and dangerous to the Peace of the 


Kingdom. L $4 9328 VVV 
Tris was the Senſe of the Nation when it 
apprehended itſelf upon the brink of ruin; ſuch 


| Notions had they then of the Diſſenters, that the 


3 pPenſioner 


. 


„ — 
_ 


* Sabati 6. Nov. 1680, | 
+ Debates of the Commons in 1680. p. 172, 181, 205, 


214 | | 
I The Votes of that time. 


(9) ae 
Penſioner Parliament that made all or moſt of the 
Penal Laws of that Reign, when ey ſaw the dan- 

4 


ger of Popery, order'd a Bill in Febr. 1673. for 
their relief: And what our beſt Men have ſince 
thought of em, and of their Treatment may ap- 
pear, from the Lords Proteſt on the Schiſm Bill, 
in which they ſay, In all Inſtances of making Laws, 
or of a rigid execution of em againſt Diſſenters, it is 
very remarkable, that their Deſign was to weaken the 
Church, and to drive em into one common Intereſt with 
the Papiſts, to joyn in Meaſures tending to the Deſtru- 
 Etion of it. This was the Method ſuggeſted by Popiſh 
Counſellors to prepare em for two ſucceſſive Declarations 
in the Time of King Charles II, and the following 
one iſſued out by K. James II. to ruin all our Civil and 
Religious Rights: And we can't think that the Ads 
and Contrivances of Papiſts to ſubvert our Church, are 
proper Means to preſerve it. To the ſame Purpoſe, 
their Conferences with the Commons on the Oc- 
_caſiongl- Bill in 1702 * That the Penal Laws pro- 
ceeded from Popiſh Managemeut, who after they had 
ſet the Church againſt the Diſſenters, according to 
their wonted Arts, ſtudy'd to ſet the Diſſenters as much 
againſt the Church : When by ſuch Methods we were 
reduc'd to the laſt Extremity, the late King was in vi- 
ted, &c. Tho theſe Things were plain enough, 
yet had the Diſſenters no Relief (for the Decla- 


ration of Indulgence, were only ſcandalous At- 


tempts to ſet up Arbitrary Power, and I as ſuch, 
Aieteſted by all good Men, Diſſenters as well as Church- 
Men,) till King William came to reſcue us all from 


_—_ 


The Account of the Matter, publiſh'd by Order of the 
Lords, in 1702, 33, 34. : „„ 
I Debates in 1680. 6. Dr. Calamy's Abridgment, 3599 
Alderman Love. an ted Diſſenter, argued in the Houſe for Re- 

calling that whioh iſſued in 167%, _ 


1 
—³ZꝑU—U—üU—ñ—ñ — — —— —äͤũ - 
* 
— — - . - 
— 2 - * —— — — — — — — _ 3 —— — - — — — 
— - - — — — — —— 


5 


Popiſh Power and Influence; to undo what the 


Brothers had been Thirty Years attempting by 
all manner of extraordinary Methods, and parti- 
cularly by the Penal Laws : At that Time of com- 
mon Joy, the Act of Toleration paſs'd, by which 


they are protected in their peaceable Diſſent from 


the Inſults of the Rabble and the Fury of the Law. 
But as the Averſion toward 'em, was too deeply 
' rooted in the Minds of the Populace (for the 


Court and the Clergy had been Blackening em 


for near Thirty Years) their Deliverance was not 


compleated in his Reign : The Corporation and Teſt 


Adds, notwithſtanding the King recommended to 
bis Parliament the Repeal of *em, as far as related to 

| Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſtood in Force againſt em 
when Queen Anne came to the Throne. About 

the Beginning of her Reign, there were ſome At- 


tempts made by the Houſe of Commons, and 


rejected by the Lords, for paſſing a Bill to prevent 


Occaſional Conformity. With what particular View 


this Affair was agitated at that Time, I will not 
determine ; tho' as the Biſhop of Bangor, in a 


Diſcourſe then publiſh'd, obſerves, It was very 
much to the Satisfaction of the Papiſts and Non-ju- 
rors, who, tis confeſs'd, are the ancient Enemies 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters: However, theſe Things 
ended in the Ruin of that Parliament and Mi- 
niſtry. . 


Bur when Things were running into Confu- 
fion, when a perfidious Peace was to be made 
with the great Enemy of the Proteſtant Name, 
when the HANNOVER SUCcess10n Was to be ſet 


aſide, and a Popiſh Pretender impos'd upon us, the 
Diſſenters were ſo obnoxious to the then Miniſtry, 
that their own Friends thought themſelves under 


a Neceſſity of forwarding the Occaſional- Bil, to 


prevent a worſe; or at leaſt to take the Game out 


of the Treaſurer's Hands, which they * 


(a ) 
he deſign'd to play. But Gov blaſted the De- 


ſigns of our Enemies when they were upon the 
Point of Execution, and by a wonderful Turn of 
Providence, brought his Preſent M JESTY to 
the Throne. : 


WuHzrturn the Diſſenters will be Gainers by 
this SECOND REVOLUTION, any otherwiſe than 


in the common Protection of the GOVERNMENT I 


or whether that or any other of the Laws under 
which they ſuffer will be repeal'd, I know not: 

However, I'll endeavour to prove, That if we re- 5 
gard the common Principles of Policy « or Juſtice, 


it will be done. 


"Twas a noble Saying, which was in the 


| Mouths of moſt Men at His MajusTy's Accel 


ſion, Love your Friends, do Fuſtice to your Enemies, 
and fear none but GOD. Upon this Principle alone, 


the general Change which was made in the Admi- 
niſtration at that Time was juſtify'd. There were 
many Objections which Cowardiſe or Self. Intereſt 


might have rais'd againſt it, but twas very right- 
ly conſider'd, That no Government can ſubſiſt 


without a due Diſtribution of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments: And in Conſequence of that Principle 

the Tories, tho' numerous and popular, are almoſt 
N univerſally put out of the greater Places. 
one need not inſiſt on this Inſtance to ſnewthe 


Indeed 


Wiſdom of Governing by Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, becauſe all Ages and Nations acknow- 


_ ledge it the greateſt Incouragement. 


Oun Buſineſs is, to apply this to the preſent 


Caſe, and ifit ſhould appear, That the Proteſtant 
Diſlenters are as good Subjects as *. Body of 
Men among us, it will follow, that t 


1ey ought 
in Prudence to be put, as to Civil Concerns, on a 


Level with the reſt of the People. 


' Now if their Principles in Religious and Civil 


Matters, do not only Keep ' em from being Ene 


B 2 mies - 


ends in Whigiſm in the other. 
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mies to the Preſent Happy EsTARELISHMEN T, but 


tend to make em the beſt of Friends to it; it muſt 
be acknowledg'd, they will always be ſo, unleſs 
it can be ſhewn, that their Practiſes have been, 
and are likely to be, inconſiſtent with their Opi- 


nions. 


I Joix Religious and Civil Principles, becauſe 


they have in all People a very great Influence one 
upon another; for as Popery and Slavery always 
go together; ſo Toryiſm in Church, which is 
but Engliſh Popery, conſtantly on proper Occaſions 
ends in Toryiſm in the State; as on the other 


Hand, Whigifm in one (which is general Liberty) 


TAE grand Principle upon which Proteſtants 


of all Denominations , juſtify their Separation 
from the Church of Rome, is, The abſolute Suffi- 
ciency of Scripture for the Conduct of our Lives 


in order to Salvation, and the Neceflity of redu- 


cing every Thing in Religion to that Standard. 


Upon this Foundation, we reje& the Tradition 


of the Church, and deny the Infallibility the Pope 
1 0 to. But tho' this, as I ſaid, is the leading 


rinciple of the REFORMATION, yet to our Shame 


be it ſpoken, it is not receiv'd with all its neceſſa- 
ry Conſequences, by any Body of Men among 
us, beſides the Diſſenters. They indeed think the 
natural Conſequence of that Rule is, That no 


Body of Men have an authoritative Interpretation 


of Scripture; becauſe that would be to lodge a 


Power in fallible, corrupt Man to make a new 


one; That they are to call none Maſter but Chriſt, and 


zo look on all Chriſtians, of what Degree ſoever, as 
Brethren only. From hence they argue, That as all 


_ Eccleſiaſtical Determinations, on whatever Rea- 


ſons they were at firit ſettled, are to be rejected, 
if not agreeable to Go p's Word: So it is the in- 


diſpenſible Duty of Chriſtians to read the 'Serip- 


>. 
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ture, and taking the beſt Helps for Information 
they can get to form their own Judgments, and 
then to profeſs and practice what ſeems to them 
moſt agreeable to it. For this Reaſon, as they 
preſs for a further Reformation of whatever 1s 
amiſs in the Eſtabliſhment, and deny all impoſing 
Power in Matters of Faith or Worſhip on others, 
ſo they diſclaim all Pretence to it for themſelves ; 
and as a Conſequence of theſe Opinions, they 
proteſt againſt all manner of Force in Matters of 
Religion; ſince that not only ſuppoſes the Per- 
| ſon that uſes it to have a Right of Judging for 
others what is Truth, but tends to introduet the 
greateſt of Hereſies, Hypocrily in Worthip, 
Tt 2 5 5 LD 
Bor tho' they diſſent from the Church of Eng- 
land, that they may bear the moſt publick Tefti- 
mony they can, not only againft ſuch Defects 
which they apprehend to be in her Doctrine, Diſ- 
Cipline and Worſhip; but againſt the Impoſing 
Power which ſhe claims *; yet ſince they believe, 
ſhe does not in all her Offices impole Terms of 
Communion abſolutely and in their own Nature. 
ſinful, ſome of them think, that as the Practice 
of all the Primitive Churches, in like Caſes, juſti- 
fies em, ſo Chriſtian Charity obliges em to teſti- 
ty this their Belief ; which they do, when they 
communicate occaſionally with her. The Diſſen- 
ters religious Principles, in ſhort are theſe : 
 Wrartver is neceſſary to Salvation (of which 
the Scripture alone is the Rule, and every Man the 
Judge), all Chriſtians muſt believe and practiſe ; 
but as to indifferent and uneſſential Things, eve= 
ry One ought to have his Liberty; they ſhould be 
lefras Gop left 'em; tho' in ali Caſes we ought 
fo have Charity one for another. Now 


** 


Church. 


(base the uſt Clauſe of the Twentieth Attiele of thy 


the Growth of Tony in n 2 


(ia) 


"TY what Principles can more conduce to 
the Advancement of Truth, or of Purity of Heart 5 


and Life, or to the Honour of Jzsus CRI SY, 
our ſole King and Lawgiver, or indeed to the 
Peace of Society, than theſe ? 
_ theſe Regulations, is fyſt pure, then peaceable, gen- 


Religion under 


tle and eaſy to be entreated. The Cruſadoes, Maſ- 
facres and Inquiſitions of the Romiſh Church, 


and indeed, the wholeſome Severities of others, are : 


owing to a Neglect of this great Rule, That 
as CurisT has given a Law to his People, and 


therefore no humane Power can add a Tittle to 


it; ſo all his Subjects are to regulate themſelves 
in Matters relating to his Kingdom, according 


2 the beſt Notions they have ot the Rule. 


Ap as the Religious Principles of the Diſſen - 
ters are directly oppoſite to Popery, in whatever 


Shape it delights to appear, ſo their Civil Tenets 
will keep em firm to the true Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, which now is the Title of King GEORGE. 


Tux were formerly indeed repreſented as Men 
of Republican Principles and Enemies to Monar- 
chy ; but let it be remember'd to their Honour, 


that it was at a Time when all People, of what de- 


mination ſoever, who ſhew'd a more than ordi- 


nary Zeal for Engliſh Liberty, went under the 


ſame odious Character: When the Court was ma- 


king terrible advances to Popery and Arbitrary 
Power * 
ned, in or to excule Severities towards them, 
which were to end in the ruin of our Excellent 


'Tis no wonder Diſſenters were black. 


Conſtitution and the Proteſtant Religion: When 


our Affairs were under the Direction of a profeſss d 
Papiſt „ enten d with the Maxims of France, the 


e Diſſenters, 


— 


» gee the "ION of the 1 in 1600. — - and 


/ 4 


L Duke of York, 


. 

Diſſenters; indeed, had the Honour to be diſtin- 
guiſh'd by the Rage and Malice of the Time. But 
if their Principles be attended to, it will appear, 
that they are Enemies to no Monarchy, but a 
French or aTurkiſh one, either of which is as incon- 
ſiſtent with ours, as Liglit is contrary to Darkneſs. 
Tux v believe that all limited Powers muſt 
in the Nature of the Thing be under a Truſt; 


that the Liberties of the People are part of our 
Conſtitution, and conſequently as Sacred as 


the Prerogative of the Prince; and that Caſes 


ay happen in which Subjects have a Right o 


defend their Priviledges againſt the Incroach- 


7 


ments of their Princes: They believe the Caſe at 
the Revolution was ſuch an one, and therefore 
_ heartily joynd in their ſeveral Stations in that 


Glorious Work; and have always ſtood for the 
Government eftabliſh'd at that time. „„ 
Ap as they think a King in the wrong Ex- 
erciſe of Power may forfeit his Right to the 
Peoples Allegiance ; fo are they ſatisfy'd, that 
the Supreme Power of the Kingdom which here 
is King, Lords and Commons, may for proper 


Reaſons ſettle the Succeſſion without Regard to 


Proximity of Blood, upon which Foot they 

were true to the Succeſſion as limited to his 

M ajtsrty's Family before it took Place; and 

ſince his Acceſſion have ſtood firm to his Intereſt 

under all the Diſcouragements, of legal Incapaci- 
ties, and popular Hatred. 5 


TIsõ ſufficient juſt to have mention'd theſe 


Things, becauſe their worſt Enemies never 


charg'd 'em with want of Zeal here. No, Did 
not a Mob raiſed to intimidate a Parliament, 
which was bringing a Clergyman to. Juſtice for 
oppoſing theſe Principles, demoliſh their Mecting- 
Houfes ? Did not another, which was to open a 
ts %%% Rebelion 
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introduce Arbitrary Power. 


616) 


Rebellion againſt his M aj ES T Y, begin with the 


fame Work? ſo that it will not admit of the leaſt _ 
Doubt, whether Hir Leaders thought em 
Friends or Foes to their Cauſe. 


AN p as they are good Proteſtants, as well as 
good Engliſhmen, fo are they zealouſly, con- 
ſtantly and univerſally ſuch. We have the Ex- 


perience of above Fifty Years to confirm us in 
this Opinion of em: "Tis plain that nothing can 


keep a Body of Men in one Way for any conſi- 
derableTime, but Intereſt or Principle. Let us con- 


ſider then, Whether before the RevoLuTION, at 
leaſt, their Intereſt lay this Way. The Brothers, 


as I faid before, were bothPapiſts and fond of Arbi- 


trary P ower, ſo that the only Courſe to have gain d 
their Favour, was to have run into the Notion 


that moft favour d the Meaſures they were taking. 


It would have been eaſy for em to have cry d 
up the divine Right and irreſiſtible Authority 
of Kings, with the indefeaſible Right of Suc- 


ceſſion in the next Heir, (as the Biſhops and 
Clergy of the Church generally did) if they 


had believ'd thoſe Doctrines, or could have ſa- 


crific'd their Conſciences to their Intereſt. And 


jf they had done fo, can we imagine they would 


have ſuffer d the Hardſhips they did, meerly for 
diſſenting from a Proteſtant Church, from a 


Church which was to have been deſtroy'd too 

in irs Turn? Nay, ſo zealous were they for Engliſh 
Liberty, ſo jealous of Encroachments of Prerogative, 
that they declar d their Deteſtation of an Indulgence 


granted in 1672 * to themſelves, becauſe it tended to 1 


Bur if theſe Things are no Evidences of their 


Zeal and Conſtancy in the true Intereſt of their 
Country and che Proteſtant Religion; yet I hope 


the 


p 8 
. a 4 1 
At. th. 4. 


* Debates in 1680, p. 6. 


— * — 


e 


L 


n 


the Teſtimony of Parliaments and Biſhops, no 
Way prejudiced in their Favour, are ſufficient 


Proofs of it. Not to repeat the Reſolutions of 


Parliament I have already mention'd; The Bi- 
ſhops in their Petition to King James II. on 


their Refuſal to publiſh his Declarations of Indul- 


' gence, ſay, that it does not proceed from any want of 


due Tenderneſs to Diſlenters, in relation to whom they 
are willing to come to ſuch a Lemper at ſhall be Thought 


| fit, when that Matter ſhall be conſider d in Parlia- 
ment. At the ſame Time the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury recommended it to his Biſhops and Clergy, 
That above all things, they hawe a very tender regard 
to Proteſtant Diſſenters ; perſuading em to a full Compli- 


ance with our Church, or at leaſt, that wuxRETO WE 


HAVE ALREADY ATTAIN'D, WE MAY ALL WALK BY 


THE SAME RULE,. AND MIND THE SAME THINGS. 


And laftly, That they would exhort em to join with 
us in daily and fervent Prayer to the God of Peace, for 


an univerſal bleſſed Union of all Reformed Churches 

both at Home and Abroad, againſt cur common Enemy; 
and that they who confeſs the holy Name of our dear 
Lord, AND DO AGREE IN THE TRUTH of His Hory 
Wokp, May ALSO MEET IN ONE HOLY COMMUNION 
AND LIVE IN UNITY AND PERFECT Love. The Houſe 
of Lords intheir Conference with the Commons on - 


the Occaſional-Bill, 1702, declares, That the moſt 
conſiderable Perſons among the Diſſenters are well-affe&- 


ed to the preſent Conſtitution, and are hearty Enemies 


to the Queen and Kingdom Enemies f. And, That 


the Diſſenters in the laſt aud greateſt Danger the Church | 
as expos'd to, joynd with her with all imaginable 


3 e ee 


VV Articles recommended by the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
Fury, to all the Biſhops within his Metropolitical J uriſdicti- 
on, Jul 16, 4688, 7 

t pag. 27. 5 


— 
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Zeal and Sincerity, againſt the Papiſts, their common 
Enemies; ſhewing no Prejudice to the Church, but the 
utmoſt Reſpect to the Biſhops when ſent to the Tower; 
and ever ſince they have continu'd to ſhew all the Signs 
of Friendſhip and Submiſſion to the Government of Church 


and State. 


\ Tax Proteſting Lords againſt the Schiſm-Bil, 


ſay, | That tis the Intereſt of the main Body of Dij- L 


ſenters to ſupport the Eſtabliſh d Church againſt any 
other Set that ſhall attempt to deſtroy it: And ſpeak- 
ing of the Danger with which the Nation was 
then threaten'd, Againſt which, they add, the Pro- 
feſtant Diſſenters have join d, and are ſtill ready to join 
With us in our Defence. And a little further, It 3s 


not pretended, the Bill is deſign'd as a Puniſhment of N 


any Crime of which the Diſſenters have been guilty 
againſt tae Civil Government, or that they are diſaffe- 


ted to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as by Law eſtabliſhed ; 
Fox in This THEIR ZEAL 15 VERY CONSPICUOUS» 


Now, if the Diſſenters walk by the ſame Rule, 
mind the ſame Things, and agree in the Truths of 
Gobp's Word with the Church; if they have been 


always ready to join with her in the Day of her 


Diſtreſs; if their Zeal for the Hanover Succeſſion 
when it was moſt in Danger, was conſpicuous ; 
it muſt be own'd, that they are good Pro- 
teſtants, and good Subjects, and that they have 
been conſtantly ſo. _ 5 


Ax as they have always purſu'd the Intereſt | 


of their Country, ſo have they univerſally done 
it; which indeed cant be ſaid of any other Party 
among us. Look among the Aſſertors of indefea- 
ſible, hereditary Right, Are there any Diſſenters 
of that Claſs? Was there one of that Denomina- 


, . ” 
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„ 
tion in the laſt Rebellion? Nay, did they not all 
actin their ſeveral Stations againſt it? Have they 
one Malecontent at this Time? Indeed we know 
. ſome Gentlemen who had their Education among 
em, who would have betray'd their Country to 
Popery and Slavery; but they firſt left their old 
Friends, and then to ſhew the Truth of their Con- 
verſion, went to the greateſt Diſtance from'em: 
Nor could the Diſſenters be brought by Threats or 

Promiſes to join with 'em in their pernicious De- 


ſigns, or ſo much as to preſent one Addreſs during 


their Adminiſtration ; as too many did out of a 


pretended Concern for the Church, which I dare 


ſay never gave their Leaders one uneaſy Mo- 


| - ENT. | 


Av now I have mention'd the Church, let 
me add, That as the Diſſenters have no Principles 


or [Intereſt to divert em from the Service of their 


Country; ſo we may be ſure that what has once 


or twice put the reſt of the People under a wrong 


yaſs, will never affect them, which is, TnE 
Cx oF THE Churcn's DAN GER. We remember 
about the Time the late Queen firſt employ'd the 
big,, there was a great Out- cry for the Church: 
The Memorialiſt, and all the Party improv the 
Notion of her Danger, in order to Blacken the 
New Miniſtry ; and tho' the Queen, Lords and 
Commons, declar'd ſhe was then in a ſafe Con- 
dition; yet the Parſons happening to have rhe. 
greater Authority with the People, they would 
not think her fo, till Sacheverell's Mobs had gut- 
ted half a Dozen Mectirig Houſes, and frightzn'd 
the Houſe of Commons to make Way for a Tory 
Miniſtry and Parliament. And then all was well, 
and would have continu'd fo, it His MajzesTy had 
not come to the Throne. VE 
Bur upon the Revolution, the Fit return'd, 
2nd profelz'd Papiſts (ſo Recs they grown 
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of the Church) join'd with ſtaunch 'Churchmen 
in the Cry, till the Mob were prepar'd for the 
late Rebellion. Now, tho' we found to our Coſt, 


that there is this Witchcraft in the very Name 


of the Church; yet we may ſatisfy ourſelves it 
will never affect the Diſſenters. They are in- 
deed Friends to the Church of England, as ſhe is a 


great Branch of the REFORMATION, and has had 


ſome of the brighteſt Ornaments of that Cauſe in 
her Communion, and therefore have been always 


ready to aHſt lier when ſhe has been in real Dan- 
ger ; but they know when ſome Men pre- 
tend to a more than ordinary Concern for her, 


they mean Nothing but an Adminiſtration at 
Court to their own Minds, or the Power of the 
Clergy; and therefore will never be miſled by 


any Noiſe they ſhall make about her. So that 


they mult be as well diſpos'd to ſerve their King 
and CounTRY as thoſe who live in conftant Com- 
munion with the Church; and therefore may one 


Time or other, (whatever Humour they are in at 


_ preſent) think her in Danger, when Meaſures are 
only taking either to vindicate the Kixc's Honour, 


or otherwiſe to provide for the Publick Safety. 


 IDovw'r know but it may be ſaid, by ſome, 
that indeed the Diſſenters are hearty Friends to 
the preſent Government, and have always ated 


handſomely with Regard to the Intereſt of the 


Kingdom, but yet there is no great Neceſſity of 
doing any Thing in their Favour, ſeeing they are 


an inconſiderable Body of Men and can do us no 


great Service; nor can they, if they would, any 


ways hurt u. 5 „ 
Jo theſe Men I would ſay, Is the Govern- 


ment ſo Strong that it may Neglect the good 
Inclinations of any Body of Men, be they never 


ſo 
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ſo inconſiderable? Have we not made our Par- 
liaments Septennial in Order to Strenghthen our 
ſelves? Are we under a Neceſſity of keeping up 
a ſtanding Army (for nothing but that will juſtify 
it) and ſhall we deprive our ſelves of any man- 
ner of Aſſiſtance? I dare ſay there is not a Man 
in England who had not rather be Governd by 
the Civil then the Militrary Power; and if ſo, per- 


haps, when the Numbers of Diſſenters are conſide- 
red, their Influence in Elections of Parliament- 


Men, the Figure they make in the Body of good 


Subjects, or laſtly, if the Number of good Subjects 


in Proportion to the diſaffected be regarded, they 
will not appear ſo inconſiderable as they have 


been repreſented. 


I Wirr not take upon me to give an Account of 
their Numbers, but I think one may ſay that ex- 

_ cluding the loweſt and worſt Part of the People, 

Wo are of no manner of Confequence to any Par- 


ty, they are a very conſiderable Body of Men. But as 


the Importance of no Party is to be meaſur'd from 


its Numbers barely, but from the Iufluence it has 


on the Publick; And as the Choice of Members 


of Parliament, with a due Adminiſtration of Ju- 
fſtice, are of the utmoſt Conſequence to us; 
luet us fee how the Diſſenters are concern'd here. 
Ass for Elections, tho' they have but a ſmaller 
Part of the Gentry among em, yet a very great 
Number of em have Freeholds, which give em 
a. Right of Voting for the Knights of the ſeveral 
Shires where their Freeholds lie; upon this Foot 
they are a Body of Men not to be deſpiſed. Bur 
I think their greateſt Strength, conſidering em 


with Regard to the Body of the People (for we'll! 


Fonſider em wich Reſpect to the Whigs preſently) 
lsvyes in thoſe Cities and Towns where the Electi- 


ons are in a popular Way; the greateſt Part of 


the Trade of the Kingdom is carry'd on in theſe 
£ SET, Places; 


(22) 

Places, fo that any Body of Men muſt have an 
Influence here in Proportion to the ſhare they 
have of Trade; and then, tho' it ſhould be 

granted that the Diſſenters have not the Majority 

of the Inhabitants, yet if they have the greateſt 

Share of the Trade, as tis generally Thought 

they have, it muſt be own'd that their Intereſt, 

if properly exerted, is greater than that of any 


other Body of Men amongſt us. Now tho' this 


relates in a more particular manner to popular 


Citys and Boroughs, yet it deſerves ſome Con- 


ſideration with Regard to thoſe Places where the 
Elections are in a Corporate Way; for tho' I as 
2 Diſlenter cannot Vote in my own Perſon, yet 
if in the Way of my Trade or otherwiſe, I In- 
fluence any Number of Men that do, I have 


bw all Intents and Purpoſes that Number of 


Votes. | %% eh Ls 
Bu x let us conſider how the Diſſenters ſtand 

with Reſpe& to the Body of the Whigs, and 

how the Party riſes in Proportion to the Tories. 
This I think is the true Way of judging of their 


Importance, for the Queſtion between us is not, 
Who are Churchmen and who Diſſenters, but 


Who is for irreſiſtible Power in our Princes, and 
the indefeaſible Right of Succeſſion in the next 
of Blood, or in other Words, who is for his Ma- 
JESTY and the Succeſſion ſettl'd by Law on the 
Proteſtant BRANCHESs of his Houſe, or for the 
line of popiſh Princes in the hereditary Deſcent. 
For thoſe chat are for irreſiſtible Power of Kings 
and indefeaſible hereditary Right, if they act up- 
on Principle, muſt be falſe to the King, and if 
they do not, one can't eaſily truſt em in other 
Reſpects. But we ſee their Principle ſticks by 
em, this led 'em to oppoſe the Settlement of the 
© Crown on King William, and to Clog the Wheels 
pf the Government during his Reign, 'Twas this 
„ „ favourite 


EE 
favdurite Principle that govern'd 'em when they 
oppoſed the entail of the Crown on the Houſe 


of Hanover, fo that the previous Queſtion was 


carry'd in the Houſe of Commons by a ſingle 
Vote: And with a View to the Right Line as 
they call dit, they went into all the deſtructive 


Meaſures of the late Miniſtry, threw Contempt 


on his MAI EST in the Queen's Time, and 
upon her Death, fill'd the World with ſenſeleſs. 
Calumnys of him and the Royal Family; and at 
_ laſt either appear'd in open Rebellion againſt him, 
or in the midſt of it ſhew'd a moſt ſurprizing cold- 
neſs and indifference about the Event. Theſe 
Things, with the preſent Diſaffection that Reigns 
fo generally among em, muſt convince any Man 
they are not fit to be truſted with Power: And 
conſequently that our only Strength lyes among 
the Whigs, in which Body I here include the 
Diſſenters, becauſe in Civil concerns they have 
Aways acted together, r. 
Nov viewing the Diſſenters in this Light, 1 
will be bold to ſay, that their Intereſt is of as 
great Weight, as that of the Members of the 
Church. I believe indeed that the Low Church- 
men may in ſome Places have the Majority; but 
What J aim at is, they have not ſuch a Majority, 
as would carry their Point, without the Aſſiſtance 
of the Diſſenters : Let any Whig Gentleman who 
met with Oppoſition, look over his own Poll, and 
 fay, whether he carry'd his Election by a Ma- 
jority comparable to the Number of Diſſenting 
Votes he had; and if not, as I believe, few, it 
any, will find they did, he muſt acknowledge 
that without thoſe Diſſenting Votes, he muſt have 
faild. This I fancy will hold in County-Electi- 


ons, but much more ſtrongly in Cities and Tra- 


ding Towns, in ſome of which I know they are 


a great Majority of the Whigs, and I am apt to be- 


lieve 


— — 
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WII I you therefore uſe em ill, becauſe they 
are your Brethren, and engag'd in the ſame Cauſe 
with you? Is nothing due to Juſtice or Gratitude? 


Hardſhips they ſuffer. Let us now ſee what they 
will have, if admitted to publick Offices. 
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eve in few Places leſs than one half. And are 
they then of no Conſequence to us? Are they 
our ſtanding Force againſt Popery and Slavery ? 
Have they been ſo under all Diſcouragements, 


and againſt all Temptations ? And ſhall They only 


have reaſon to Complain in a Time of common 
Joy? 


Bur perhaps it may be ſaid, To what purpoſe i 


are we put in mind of the Zeal or Strength of 
the Diſſenters? We grant it, but at the ſame time 
don't doubt but we ſhall always have their Votes; 


Their Intereſt is too firmly link'd with ours for 
*em to deſert us. VVV 


But to come directly to the Objection: I hope 


they will never deſert you, and while they ſee 


the Intereſt of your Country is involv'd with 
yours; I dare promiſe for em they will not: But 


if they ſhould ever be tempted to believe, that the 
Fate of their Country is not concern d in the 
Quarrels between the Men in Power, and thoſe 
that are out, the Conſequnce is too plain to be 
nov inſiſted on: For tho' the whole Body of 
em ſhould not deſert the Whiggiſh Intereſt, as the 
wiſeſt of 'em will not, yet if they ſhould ever 


come to be divided about it, ſuch a Diviſion may 
prove as fatal as a total Deſertion. Eſpecially 


conſidering, that thoſe who do not deſert, cant 
be ſuppoſed to act with their uſual Spirit and Vi- 
gour, if they apprehend themſelves ill-treated. _ 


 Txrvs far we have conſider'd the Influence the 


d Diſſenters have, even in the low Eſtate they are, 4 
upon our publick Affairs, particularly on Electi- 


ons, as an Argument for the caſing them of the 


(25). 


It any One conſiders the Power the Law has 


lodg ' d in Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, the head 


Officers of Cities and Corporations, and in the 
Officers of the Militia, he muſt acknowledge tis 

of the utmoſt Conſequence to have theſe Truſts in 
good Hands. The Law has given them an Oppor- 
tunity of Supprefling all private Cabals, as well 


as publick Inſults on the Government. But unhap- | 


py for England, either thro' want of Courage or 


Zeal for the publick Service, too many of em 
have ſat ſtill, while our Enemies have been attem- 


pting our Ruin. His MajesTyY was affronted in 
many of the moſt conſiderable Towns in the King- 
dom on the very Day of his Coronation by hir'd 
Mobs; his Name has been treated with Contempt 
by the Dregs of the People ; his peaceable Sub- 


jects have been inſulted in their Perſons and Ha- 


bitations: Nay, it has been dangerous to expreſs: 
. the leaſt Degree of Zeal for Him; while many of 
theſe Officers, whoſe Bufineſs it was, (and who 
Certainly knew their own Power) to have put a 
Stop to ſuch Proceedings, with a ſurprizing Indif- 
ference, not to ſay worfe, look d on, and ſcem'd. 


rather to abet, than diſcourage our Enemies, till 


at length they appear'd in open Rebellion. To 
| give one Inſtance of many that might be produc'd; 
The firſt confiderable Riot, which led the Way to 

thoſe in the Northern Counties, and uſher'd in 


* the Rebellion, was committed at OxroRD: NO , / 


One would think it impoſſible, but that all, or 
mioſt of the Perſons concern'd in a Tumult, in fo 
fmall a Town, and which laſted for Three Days, 
ſhould have been diſcover'd and brought to Juſtice; 
and yet not one, that I hear of, ſuffer'd on that Ac- 


count: Nay, the Convocation after a Week's De- 


|  Hberation,and indeed after a Liſt of the Rioters had 
Been laid before the Vicechancellor, declares, That 
FF. 1 1 divers 


( 26 ) 
' * divers Perſons to them unknown, had been guilty 
of great Diſturbances; and in order to deter 
others from Practiſes of the like Nature, (which, _ 
ll. by the way, were in that Caſe High-Treaſon) _ 
ad nd to teſtify their own Abhorrence'of em, tell 
the World, That whoever ſhall offend in like Na- 
i ture, ſhall be puniſh'd with the utmoſt Severity, 
and even epell d the Univerſity !— They had bet- 
ter have ſaid, They ſhall ſtand two Hours in the 
Pig-Market in a froſty Morning. 
_'Tr1s, with the Conduct of other Peace Offi- 
cers, ſhews the Neceflity of putting the Power in 7 
the Hands of Perſons better affected; which! 
believe can't be done without qualifying the Di. 
ſenters. I do not take upon me to ſay, Thatrthey 
are the only Friends the KING has; but what I all 
along aim at is, That the Low- Churchmen are ſo 
Tee in Compariſon of the Diſſaffected, that that 
Itereſt alone cant ſerve Him. 
As for the Corporations, the late Miniſtry left 
Nothing unattempted to bring em into their 
Intereſt: Scire facias's iſſu'd againſt Charters, 
Informations in Nature of Quo Warranto's, and 
Mandamus s went againſt particular Members; in 
many of theſe they ſucceeded, and as to moſt of 
em, by bringing the Church into the Quarrel, 
they rais'd a Spirit among the Common People, 
which generally ended in Toryiſm. But Nothing 
did their Work ſo effectually as the Occaſicnal-Ad, 
by which Diſſenters (who always Voted with the 
Whigs) were excluded, and Tories generally came 
into their Places. This, I ſay, was the Caſe 
of many Corporations in the Kingdom; but of 
none ſo viſibly as of the City of London, by the 


o 


Excluſion” | 
| by * : 5; $i | ] 
dee their Programms; publiſh'd about that Time in the | 


MN ews-Papers. 


Excluſion of Diſſenters from the Magiſtracy; ſo 
that I'm inform' d, tis impoſſible to get a good Com- 
mon- Council, as the Law now ſtands; If Jam un- 

der a Miſtake here, thoſe Gentlemen who have ſol- 

licited the Elections theſe two Years paſt, can eaſi- 
ly ſet me right. And one may eaſily judge, how 
the Court of Aldermen would have been affected 
by that Law, if Sir Thomas Abney and Sir Fohn 
Fryer had not, out of an honeſt Zeal to ſerve. 
their Country (for they could have no Intereſt 
of their own to ſerve by it) kept their Places, 
tho? with no ſmall Uneaſineſs to their Minds 

Since it. has, notwithſtanding, been a meaſuring 50 

Caſt between the two Parties for theſe ſeveral 

| Years. Now if we. conſider that the Bulk of the 

People live in Cities and Towns, and that moſt. 

of em are govern'd by Head-Officers and Ju- 

ſtices of the Peace of their own; and what a 

Share the Court of Aldermen and Common- 
Council have, in the Government of the City of 
London, (which of itſelf gives a great Turn to the. 

Affairs of the Nation) and eſpecially that many 


Places ſend Members to Parliament in a Cor-. 


porate Way; it muſt be acknowledg'd that the 
Management of the Corporations alone is ſuffici-. 
ent to turn the Scale in Favour of that Side 
FF 8 
AN D of what Conſequence the Corporations 
are, will farther appear from the Conduct of the 
Leading Men at the Reſtoration; when tho' the 
the King came in with the Appearance, at leaſt, 
of an univerſal Conſent, yet he was not thought- 
_ ſafe on the Throne till the Corporations were 
garbb'd to the Humour of the Court; and ſo ſen- 


ble were they that the bare Excluſion of Diſſen- 


ters would ſet thoſe Places right, as the Phraſe-_ 
was, that tho' an QbjeRion, like what we may 
perhaps hear at this Time, might have been then 

Feen WY ON n, made, 
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made, namely, That ir tended to create a cla: 
mour, and to revive the old Uneaſineſs ; yer I ſay, 


the King was not thought ſecure without the 


Cor poration-Ad, and accordingly it was paſsd in- | 


about a Twelvemonth, with little N 
. 160 wel ab bite doceri. | 


Ann: was that King made eaſy by the Ex- 


dluſion of Diſſenters? Conſider then, what 
Deſigns were carrying on thro” that Reign, 
Which the Diſſenters were likely to oppoſe, 
and it will follow, That whatever Reaſons | 
were given then for Diſabling them, are now 
is as ſtrong for the taking off thoſe Diſa- | 
bilities. This Difference ariſes from the diffe- 


rent Views that Court had from th Preſent : Tis 


11is MaJzsry's Glory, and our Happineſs, That 


as He is the Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt in the 


World, and not diſpos' d to invade our Civil or 


Religious Rights; fo He will protect us from the 
Inſults of any Foreign Power, and effectually 
hold the Balance of Europe. Bur as theſe Mea- 

ſures cannot be purſu'd with Succeſs, without the 

ready Concurrence of his People ; it is as much 

ior His Intereſt to ſtrengthen the Proteſtant 
_ Cauſe among His Subjects, by uniting them all in 
Intereſt and Affection, as it was for the Brothers 
to weaken em by Diviſions: The Diſſenters will 
be ſerviceable to Him in promoting the Cauſe of 


Rer1Giox and Ligerty, as much, and in the ve- 


ry fame Proportion, as They would have oblicuct- 


cd Them in the Ruin of both. 


Ass to the Officers of the Peace and Lieutenan- 
Cy, and the Sheriffs of the Counties; I think 'tis 
plain, That without Diſſenters, eyen their Places 


cannot be well fill d. 
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Firſt, Becavss ſeveral known Diſſenters have 


been lately nam'd for Sheriffs: which certainly 


would not have been, if Churchmen as well qua- 


lified could have been found; becauſe it was for- 


cing an Office upon em, under an high Fine, 
which they could not execute, without either 


leaving that Way of Worſhip, they think moſt 
agrecable to the Will of Go p, or incurring the 


Secondly, Becaust Abundance of Tories are 


ſtill in the Commiſſions of Peace and Lieutenan- 
cy, which can ariſe from no other but One of 


theſe Two Reaſons, either, That the Miniſtry 


out em. 


are willing to leave the Power in their Hands; 
which no Body that ſees wich what Zeal the 

have acted for His MajrsTv's Intereſt, will ſay: 
Or, That they can't fill up the Commiſſions with- 


I Have inſtanc'd in theſe Officers, becauſe, 


as I ſaid, the Publick Peace, cannot be well 


maintain'd without 'em; and generally what- 


| evercan be done in the legal, ordinary Way to 


make his MEST vs Government eaſy to himſelf, 


. 
4 


F 


or happy to his People is their Buſineſs: But every 
Body muſt acknowledge, that theſe Men, beſides 


; : 


the Authority their Commiſſions give em, have 


à A very great Influence on the reſt of Mankind: 


This is indeed an Advantage, which all, who 
enjoy Places of Power or Profit have in Com- 


mon with 'em, and therefore may deſerve a little 
to be confider'd with Regard to the Diſpoſal of 
other Preferments ; ſince the meaneſt Servant the 
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RING has, is by Means of his Office alone, the 


better enabled to ſerve or injure the Government, 


according as his Inclinations prompt him. 
Take but a common Exciſe-Man in a Count 
Town, 'tis Ten to One but he is the Top of his 


Company for Learning, and muſt be familiar at 


all 


(300 


all the Publick Houſes in his Diviſion; and is it, 
think you, a difficult Matter for this Man to ſet a 
neceſſary Lye a going, to inſinuate Jealouſies into 
ignorant People, or upon Occaſion charge his Ma- 


zeſty Home with want of Title or Mal- admini- 
ſtration? The laſt Miniſtry thought it worth their 


while to Plant a brisk Fellow or two in every 
Town in the Kingdom, who ſnould be ready upon 
all Occaſions to juſtify their Conduct or Harangue 
againſt their Adverſaries: Nor were they Miſta- 


ken in their Choice, for I'believe one may ven- 


ture to ſay, that excepting the Parſons, no Body 


of Men have contributed ſo much to the ſpreading 
the preſent Diſaffection over the Kingdom, eſpe- 


_ cially among the Mob, as the Under- Officers of 
the Revenue. 5 . 
ITue xx is another Argument may be usd to 
my purpoſe, which I think very nearly concerns 
the Whigs, that if they neglect any Opportunity 
of giving eaſe to the Diſſenters, they forfeit their 
Character as Aſſertors of Publick Liberty; and 
if fo, they will do well to conſider whether *cis 
pothible for any Body of Men to preſerve their Re- 
N with the more conſiderate Part of the 
orld, if their Actions are inconſiſtent with their 


avow'd Principles. NN: „ 
I Tuixx a great Diſtinction between our Par- 
ties has been, that as One in Queſtions of a Civil 


Nature have been for reſolving all into the Will of 
the Prince, and in ſpiritual Matters into the Judg- 


ment of the Church, or at leaſt of the Magiſtrate; 


the Other have aſſerted the Liberty of the Subject T 


in both Reſpects, and Conſequently have op- 
pos d any Laws that ſo much as tend to oppreſs 


him in either. If I have given a wrong Account of 
the Whiggiſh Principles, they will readily pardon 


me; becauſe all Men are fond enough of being 
Thought the greateſt Friends to Mankind. or 
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how can any Man claim that Character, who is 
content to ſee any of his Fellow Subjects depriv'd 
of their Birthrights ? The Whigs, I'm ſure, will 
not confeſs, that it was not à Benevolence to 
others, or a Concern for the Rights of Mankind, 
which engag'd er in that Cauſe, but only a Com- 
petion for Preferments, or that they have declaim- 
ed half an Age on the Topick of Liberty, with the 
View of getting into warm Places only; for if they 
ſhould, they cannot Hope to maintain their Cre- 
dit with thoſe Men, who join'd 'em upon thoſe 
Principles alone, which in fuch Caſe, they will 
be thought to deſert. There never was a Party 
who have acted againſt their Character, which 

has not ſooner or later come to ruin ; becaufe ic 
not only in ſome Meaſure juſtifies the oppoſite 
Party, but neceffarily alarms their Friends. Arch- 
_ biſhop Tillotſon ſomewhere ſays, that the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, being a plain Contradic- 


tion to the common Senſe of Mankind, is a Mill- 


None about the neck of Popery, which will ſome 


Time or other ſink it; and it is as true, that a 


Tory Conduct under a Whiggiſh Character, which 
is as great an Abſurdicy, will infallibly ruin thoſe 


who are ſo weak as to fall into it: For if People 
ever come to find that you are not the Patriots 


they took you for, they will as readily leave you, 


and indeed by the very ſame Principles, upon 
which they at ſirſt join'd you. . 1 
Tau Whigs have always been ſenſible of this, 


which appears not only from the Votes and Re- 


ſolutions paſs d from Time to Time in both Houſes 
of Parliament, which J have mention'd before, 


but from ſeveral Attempts they made for the relief 
8 Diſſenters, and their oppoſing the Occaſional- 
Bill in 1702, and the late Schiſm Act; ſo that the 

preſent Generation may ſee, that if they will 
Act conſiſtent with the Character on which they 


ths) 


fubſiſt, or agreeable to the Conduct of their An- 
ceſtors, it lies upon 'em to eaſe the Diſſenters 
whenever tis in their PõWwWweer. 
IH now done with my firſt Point, that 
in Policy the Diſſenters ought to be eas'd, which 
in ſhort is this, That ſince they are heartily in 
| his Majeſty's Intereſt, and a very conſiderable - 
Part of his Strength, they ought to be pur into a 
Capacity to ſerve him, if his Intereſt be regarded; 
and if the Whiggiſh Intereſt be conſider'd, they 
ought, becauſe otherwiſe they may be tempted to 
deſert it, in which Caſe itmuſt fall; or tho' they 
| ould ſtand firm, yet it will not be poſſible to ſup- 
port it, if the Whigs act ſo inconſiſtently with 
their Character and the Conduct of their An- 
cCeſtors, as the Neglecting this Opportunity will 
I Conz now to my Second Point, That in 


common Juſtice it ought to be done. 


Ap here after what has been ſaid of the Prin- 
ciples and Behaviour of the Diſſenters, and par- 
ticularly of their Attachment to his Majeſty's In- 
tereſt; One would hope it ſhould be thought no 
great Preſumption to conclude, that in civil Re- 
 1pects they ought to be put upon a Level with the 
_ Teſt of his good Subjects: But becauſe. I know this 
Point has been diſputed, I will as briefly as poſli- 
ble, ſet down a few of the many Reaſons for it, 
which may be drawn from the Principles of com- 
. mt 

I BeL1zves it will be acknowledg'd on all 
Hands, that the diſabilities the Diſfenters at preſent 
lie under are founded on a Religious Diſpute, wiz. 
Whether they ought at all Times, and in all Re- 

fpedts, to comply with the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
Let it then be conſider'd, whether the Prerogative 
of Gop and His Empire over Conſcience, are not 
hereby infring d. We are told in Scripture, That 
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Go 


Heart, and the Tryer of the Reins of the Children of 
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| Godt; a Spirit; and that thoſe who Worſhip bin 
© muſt do it in Spirit and Truth: In other places, 
Wee are forbid to call any one Maſter but Chriſt, and 
caution d not 40 Fudge our Brethren, ſince to their own 
Maſter they ſtand or fall. This Cantion is inforc'd 
upon us from the Conſideration of that unerring 
Judgment which the great Searcher: of Hearts will 
\* exerciſe in the laft Day: For we ſhall all ſtand be- 
fore the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, and there receive ac- 
cording. to the things done in the Body. It follows, 
that whoever. puniſhes. another for Matters pure- 
ly of a Religious Nature, as our Caſe is, either. 
does it for that which God requires of all that 
come to him, Namely, for Worſhipping in Spi- 
rit and Truth, or in other Words, in that way 
Which he thinks moſt agreeable to his Maker's 
Will, or elſe takes upon him to Judge of: the 
Sincerity of his Heart, and anticipate. the Judg- 
ment of the laſt Day: In both which Caſes he. 
-  uſurp's upon the Prerogative of God, and does. 
diſhonour to him; In the firſt, by miſ-uſing his 
- peculiar Favorites, and beſt Subjects; in the ſe- 
cCond, by claiming.a Power which God has re- 
- | ſervd to himſelf; for he alone js the Searcher of the 


Men. g 2 . ; . + OED 3 + 
BEST DES, *cis Self-evident, that the God of. 


Truth muſt hate every falſe way, and that an Hypo- 
crite is. an eAbomination to him. Now, what a Byaſs 
do we lay upon Men's minds in their Search after 
Truth, by this taeking of Temporal Advantages to 
the Profeſſion of a Set of favourite Notions in 


Religion, or to the ufe of ſuch or ſuch Modes of 
Worſhip 2? Is it likely that People will examine. 


impartially, at leaſtthat they will eaſily be brought 
do profeſs and practiſe agreeable to the Evidence 
they have, to the certain loſs of cheir [Temporal, 


Intereſt ? How. few ate there, that will think e, 
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33 
all, when perhaps they muſt either think themſelves 
out of good Places, or do Violence to their Conſci- 
ences in order to keep em? Upon which Account 
all Reſtraints of the Nature of thoſe we are con- 


ſidering, tend either to introduce Ignorance or Ini- 

morality. 5 0 Re 
Ap as the Honour of God is concern'd in this 
Matter, ſo are the Rights of the Diſſenters as fel- 
low Subjects. The firſt Principle of Juſtice, and 
what we are told comprehends the whole Law, is, 
that We ſhould do to others, as we would have them do 
to us. I chuſe to put the Argument this way, be» 


cauſe, I think the moſt natural eaſy Rule of Ex- 
amining the Equity of any Proceeding towards o- 


thers, is to put our ſelves in the Circumſtance we 
| ſee them in; And-whoever upon an impartial Ex- 
amination of his own Heart, finds he ſhould be 


tempted to reſent any Sort of Treatment from o- 


thers, is ſelf condemn'd, if he gives it to them 
When it is in his power : Now ſince tis Evident, 
that all Parties have exclaim'd againſt uſing Force 

in Religion, when it has been their turn to Suffer 
under it; it follows, that ſuch Conduct ought 
to be abhor'd on all Sides, and under all Circum- 


\ Bes1DEts, the laying any manner of Civil In- 


capacity on others upon à Religious Account, is 
unjuſtifiable from this Reaſon, That it is a Matter 
quite out of the Compaſs of Civil Power; which 
ariſes from the Conſent of the People devolving 


the right of ſelf Defence, which every one in the 


State of Nature had, upon the Magiſtrate, and is 
to be exercis d only to the general Good: ſo that 
the Magiſtrate cannot exerciſe any Power which 


private Perſons in a State of Nature could not. 


Worſhip on others, the Magiſtrate having no more 


than 
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And ſince no Man in that State had any ſort of 
Pretence to force his Notions of God, or Way of 
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than the Collective Force of the Individuals,cannge 


uſe For ce to Eftabliſh his own Religion, or that of 
the Majority of the Society. Oy : 


Tms will be further Evident, if we conſider that, 
no Man, when he enter'd into Society, can be 
ſuppos'd to doit on any other View than to ſecure 
himſelf in the Poſſeſſion of ſome valuable Privi- 


ledges or other; from whence it unavoidably fol- 


lows, that he never parted with that of providing 


in the beſt manner he could for the Salvation ok 

his Soul, or, which is the ſame thing, of Worſhip= 

ing God in that way he thinks moſt likely to pleaſe 
him; becauſe that is the moſt important Right any 


Man has, and in compariſon of which, all others 
are meer trifles, as the concerns of 40 or 50 


Years (even ſuppoſing thoſe could be ſecur'd witt.= 


Eternity. - 


* 


our the Favour of God) are inferiour to thoſe, of 


I Aw ſenſible there are abundance of Reaſons 
apainſt uſing Force in Religion, beſides thoſe I have 
mention d, but I purpoſely paſs em over; not only 
becauſe the Argument has been manag'd by others, 
with](+) greater advantage; but becauſe it may 
be pretended that theſe things make nothing t 
my Purpoſe, the Incapacity I am ſpeaking of not 
being inthe nature of Puniſhment ; but only pru- 
dent Caution, which all States will exerciſe, that 


Perſons who by their Principles are dangerous to 


the Publick, ſhould not be truſted with Power, I 
will endeavour therefore to ſhew that thoſe Re- 
ſtraints are in the nature of Puniſhments, and that 


* 


the publick Safety does not require em. 
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T uE Notion I have of Puniſtiment is, the de- 


priving a Man of ſome Advantage, to which by 


the nature of Society he would be otherwiſe in- 
titled. Now the Advantages the Diſſenters would 


have in Common with the reſt of his MAIEST YB 


Subjects, if the Laws under conſideration had not 
been made, are a Capacity for thoſe Preferments 
in the State which their good Services may poſſi- 
bly merit; and their good Name. I own that 
no Man has by the Laws of Society a Right to this 
or that particular Office, or indeed a certain Claim 
to any at all; but ſtill I argue that every Man has a 
Right to a Capacity for em, as much as every one 
Pho has not forfeited it, has a Right to be believ! d 
in Evidence, or to a Capacity of being Executor, 
Adminiſtrator or Guardian to a Child: And it 


may be as well argu d, that no Man has a Right to 


be an Executor, Adminiſtrator or Guardian to 
a Child, when he is legally appointed to theſe 
Truſts, becauſe no Man has a Right to em with» _ 
out ſuch Appointment ; as it may be ſaid that no 
Man has a Right to an Office; when he ſhall be 
Nominated to it, becauſe he has none without 


ſuch Nomination: And that our Laws eſteem 


ſuch ſort of Diſabilitys as Puniſhments, is evident 
from ſeveral Acts of Parliament which inflict em 
for Crimes that are either in their own Nature 
infamous or of dangerous Conſequence to the 
Publick. He that ſuborns to Perjury, or forſwears 
| himſelf in a Court of Record, ſhall never be re- 
ceiv'd for a Witneſs again; a Popiſh Recuſant con- 
vict ſhall not be Executor, Adminiſtrator, or 


Guardian to a Child, or enjoy any Place or Prefer- 


meut Civil or Military: He that is Inſtrumental in 
ſending Perſons to foreign Priſons in breach of the 


Habeas Corpus Act, is diſabled to bear any public Office 


in the King dom: Now it would have been ridiculous 


to have Jaid People for theſe or other , Offences 
J)) „ 
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4 under ſuch Diſabilities, if thoſe Diſabilities were 
? not in the Nature of Puniſhments: 8 
Bor what more nearly affe&s the Diſſenters i in 
this Caſe, and what all Men are ſenſible enough of, 
when tis their on Caſe, is, The Loſs of cheir good 
Name. They have learnt indeed to account it 
© ſmall Thing to be judged of Man's Judgment, wha 
they think the keeping their Reputation is incon- 
* ſiſtent with the Duty they owe'to Gop; but at 
the ſame Time, they cannot but look upon it as 
a great Hardſhip to be reduc'd to the unhappy 
Dilemma, either to forfeit the Favour of Go p, 
or the good Opinion of their Neighbours, and 
thereby their Uſefulneſs in the World; one of 
which muſt be their Caſe, as the Law ſtands 
+ at preſent, if their Conſciences will not ſuffer 
em to comply with the Eſtabliſhmenr : For the 


> Right and Wrong from the Laws, and can hard- 
ly be brought to treat Men with common Decen- 
cy, whom thoſe have declar'd infamous. And do 
not the Statutes we are now conſidering ſpeak of 
the whole Body of Diſſenters, as of Men not fit 
to be truſted? Are they not in theſe Reſpects put 
upon the very ſame Foot with the worſt of our 
Enemies, the Papifs and Non-jurors? And why has 
the Law fer this Mark of Diſgrace upon em? 
Why is the Mob taught to treat em with Con- 
tempt? Is it becauſe they are really Enemies to 
their Country, or dangerous to the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt here? No; but becaufe they happen to 
differ from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, in ſome Points 


which ſhe allows to be indifferent; that is, in 
wWahich wiſe and good Men may diſagree, and by 
- Which Difference likewiſe they come the nearer . 
do all other Reformed: Churches. 

3 8 I Know it t has 1705 e 8 Tha the Diſ. 
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| generality of Mankind take their Notions of 
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| enters are a dangerous Body of Men, and there- 


fore ought to be reſtrain'd upon the Principle of 
Self. Defence. But I can hardly think the Men 


| who make this Excuſe are really in earneſt, or do 
believe themſelves when they talk at this Rate; 
becauſe they ſpeak of em in a quite different Lan- 


guage upon all other Occaſions. Nothing is ſo 


common as to hear theſe very Men treat che Dif 
ſenters with the utmoſt Contempt, diverting 

| themſelves in a Strain of low Wit, with the deſpi- 
cable Figure they make, either for their Numbers 
or Abilities : I believe I may appeal to every Man 
Who has convers'd in the World, for the Truth of 
this; tho I do not deny, but that once or twice 
in an Age the Tone has been alter'd. But ſurelyß, 
One can't with any Sort of Modeſty ſay, that 
theſe deſpicable Creatures are any way dangerous; 

_ eſpecially that they are dangerous to a Church, 
which has, not only in the Opinion of ſome of her 
loudeſt Champions all the good Senſe in the King- 
dom, but the Kin G and Lords, and moſt of the 
Gentry, and what is better than all, the Prefer- 


ments of the Church, and the Revenues of two 


- Univerſities on its Side. 


BIESTIDESs, were Diſſenters never ſo conſidera- 
ble, I have ſhewn before, that they are Friends to 


Cnungcn and Starts, and that they diſclaim all 
manner of Force in Religious Matters, which 
effectually anſwers all the Pretence of Danger to 
the Church: The Weapons of: their Warfare are not 
carnal ; they have no Arms to encounter the 
Church but Reaſon and Argument, which ſeldom 
make Conqueſts, or Power, or Riches. 
Axpo as the- preſent Reſtraints are in the Na- 
ture of Puniſhments, and ſuch as are not juſtify'd *' 
by any manner of Neceſſity; ſo the continuing of [ 
em will appear ſtill the more Unreaſonable, if 
we conſider the Obligations the Whigs are under 
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to take em off; which are Gratitude, Promiſes 
and the Deſign and Occaſion of making the Con- 
formity Law. — I . 
Tut Whigs muſt be ſenſible that the Diſſenters 
have been always engag d in the ſame Cauſe with 
em; that they have ſav d em many times at the 
hazard of their own Liberties, and particularly 
that they made ſuch a Stand againſt the Earl off 
Oxford, that it was queſtion'd, Whether he would 
| 


attempt the Things he did. Nay, ſo careful were 

they to preſerve an Union with the Whigs, which 
they always thought neceſſary to the publick Safe- 
ty, and ſo cautious of giving the leaſt Suſpicion of 
24 a Breach with 'em, that they refus'd a conſidera- 
ble Sum of Money at his Hands, tho? as he pro- 
teſted, offerd without any manner of Condi- 
tion, expreſs d or imply'd; and upon the ſame 
| 2 Conſideration, they could not be drawn to Ad- 
2 dreſs the Queen, ſo much as once, during his Ad- 
* 2 miniſtration. They muſt know likewiſe, that they 
would have made but a poor Figure in Parlia- 
ment or elſewhere, without the Aſſiſtance of the 
Diſſenters: And now, what do theſe Men ex- 
pect, but to be put into a Capacity to be more ſer- 
2 viceable ? Or (if they may be allow'd to have any 
Eye to their own Intereſt) to ſhare-the Profits and 
Power with that Party, with which they have had 
Nothing yet, but an unequal Share of the Toil 
and Hazard. Theſe Things too, they have the 
more Reaſon to expect, from the frequent Pro- 
miſes which have from Time to Time been made 
em, as well before, as ſince His MajzsTY's Ac- 
ceſſion, That in proper Time their Caſe: ſhould be con- 
2 fidered, and the Occaſional- Act, in particular, ſhould 
be taken off. I need not be more particular here, 
2 becauſe there are thoſe who are conſcious of the 
Truth of what I ſay, as there are among the Diſ- 
2 fenters, who, upon proper Occaſion, are able to 
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juſtify mie on this Head; as well as in the follows. 
ing Account of the Deſign and Occaſion of ma- 
- King the Cm. ci, WM 
Ws may remember that upon the Diſmiffion 
of My Lord Sunderland, and afterwards of My 


Ld. Godolphin and the reft of the Whig Miniſtry, 3 


the Honefter Part of the Nation was mightily a- 


larm dat the Scituation of our Affairs: To prevent 
If poſſible the ill Conſequences of that Change, 


or to gratify a Noble Peer, and to confirm him in 
an Intereſt he had lately eſpouſed ; or elſe to be 


before-hand with the New Miniſters, and to Stop 


a a ſeverer Law, againſt Diſſenters, which was faid; 
to be upon the Anvil; the: Conformity Bill was. 
brought into,” and carry'd thro the Houſe of 
Lords, by thoſe who. were never eſteem'd Enemies 
to the Diſſenters: Nay, moſt of thoſe very Lords, 
who had been lopk'd. upon in ſome Degree as the 
Patrons of their Cauſe, and oppoſed the Bill in 
7702 either voted for this, or at leaſt did not op- 
poſe it. One muſt imagine that this Proceeding 
alarm'd the whole Body of: the Diſſenters; but 
when they were told that it did not ariſe from 
any Want of Tenderneſs for them, but meerly. 
from the Poſture of our Affairs. that the noble 
Peer I juſt. now hinted at would, not be ſatisfyd 
without it, but that Things ſhould certainly be 


ſet Right whenever our Affairs would permit it; 


they quietly ſubmitted, and depending on the Ho- 


nour of their Friends, patiently waited for the 


promis d Redreſs. The Tories in the mean Time 
Were well enough pleaſed to ſee their Work 


taken out of their Hands; and I dare ſay did not. ! 
in the leaſt envy the other Side the Honour of || 


ſacrificing their Friends to any of the Views I 


have mention d. But now, ſince we have ſeen | 
that the Event did not in any ſort anſwer Expe- 
cation; and ſince the Diſſenters were then taught 
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s may effecually defeat their pes. 
Bur fay ſome, The People will be inffuene d 


(419 


to believe it was only an Expedient for that Tinte, 
and a Force upon their Friends, but to be laid 
aſide at a proper Opportunity; One may rea- 
ſonably expect, it will be repeal'd now that Op-- 
II 5 4 OI 


To what I have been preſſing, perhaps it may 


be objected, That the ſhewing Favour to the Diſ- 


ſenters will make a Clamour, which may be at- 


tended with ill Conſequences. I anſwer that 1 
amm very willing. to acknowledge it will make a 
: _ Clamour. But by whom will that Clamour be 


raiſed ? By his Mays T's Friends or Enemies? 


I dare ſay, none of the firſt Sort will oppoſe any 
Meaſures which are likely to be attended with ſo 


good Conſequences as thoſe I am arguing for 
will : And if the Latter ſhould Clamour, as we 


| know they did at the Septennial Bill, and certain- 


ly will at this or any other Propoſal that tends to 


bis MaJesry's Service; all the Noiſe and Oppo- | 


ſition they make to it, ſhould be fo far from diſ- 


| couraging us, that it ought to be one of the 


ſtrongeſt Arguments for it: They know that the 


1 2 Proteſtant Diſſenters into a Capacity to 
57 ü a e 


rve their King and Country, will be the great- 
eſt Blow to their Intereſt that can be given; they 
know that the uniting the Church and the Diſſent- 


| ing Whigs will be the greateſt Security to that 


* 
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 Caule, and therefore will moſt certainly oppole 

it: But ſhall we be ſtun'd or terrify'd by the Noiſe 

they make? Let us but once think em, what 
: they really are, Enemies, and then whatever Out- 


crys they raiſe will make no Impreffions upon us, 


4 


by what they ſay, eſpecially if che Church be 


brought into the Queſtion. Yes, their own Crea- 
tures will, but no _— elſe. Don't we'know 


they 


(42) 


; they pretended a Zeal for the Church .when 


they Mob'd the late Queen and Parliament ? 


Hlave we forgot that they open d the laſt Rebelli- 


on With the ſame Cry ? And will any one that is 
not deep in Superſtition and Bigottry, beyond 
the reach of Argument, be cheated again with 
ic? No, Parſon Paul and Mr. Howell have let us 


into the Seeret, and honeſtly told what Church 
we are to underſtand, when Tories make Outcrys 
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Bu r ſay others, it will Exaſperate the Diſ- 
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een Hands, or none at all; Pheig Legden ken, 
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. THzss Objections might have been anſwer'd 


that while the preſent Miniſtry have the Power, 
they muſt have no Share of it, or at leaſt, play 
but an Under-game and therefore preſs at no- 


thing leſs than a Total Change of Hands. 

more fully ; but as I think they might all of 'em 
have been made with as much Juſtice againſt the 
total Change of Hands which was ſeen at the 


King's Acceſſion to the Throne; I thiuk that 


Change, is a full Anſwer in the preſent Caſe. 
IL IL conclude what I have to ſay at preſent, 
with obſerving, That the enlarging the Tolera- 


tion of Proteſtant Diſſenters, will be for the Ho- 


nour of the KING, as He is the Head of the Pro- 
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teſtant Intereſt in the World, and of two Eſta- 
bliſh'd Churches in this Kingdom: That it will 
ſtrengthen the Proteſtant Intereſt here, by uni- 
ting Proteſtants of all Denominations in one com- 


mon Defence againſt Popery and High-Church, or 
| if you will Romiſh and Engliſh Popery : And Laſtly, 


That it will be for the Honour of the Church of | 
England; ſince twill be an Evidence of her dif- 


} claiming all Degrees of Perſecution, which brings 
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a Diſgrace on any Church, as being contrary to 
the Spirit of the Goſpel, and betraying a very 
great Diſtruſt of our CauſfſGme. 
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